Long-Term Care Insurance Law, 1986.
This Israeli Law, fully implemented in 1988, is designed to pay benefits to persons who, due to disease, accident, or birth defect, have become functionally handicapped and are dependent on others to carry out basic daily activities and manage their households. A person's entitlement to the benefit is based on an objective test of the person's ability to carry out basic functions such as mobility, washing, dressing, eating, and controlling excretory organs. There are two levels of benefits, dependent upon the severity of the person's disability. A person who is, to a large extent, dependent on the help of others to carry out daily activities or in need of supervision is entitled to a benefit equal to a full disability pension. A person completely dependent on others or in need of continuous attendance to prevent damage or danger to himself or herself or others is entitled to a benefit equal to 150% of a full disability pension. The principal aim of the Law is to aid the elderly, and the benefits are, in general, to be paid to those who provide care for them. Benefits are to be financed by insurance contributions and are subject to income limits.